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Curtis   drove   the   Confederates   from   the
territory.
Events of 1862.    The year 1862 opened
with rather gloomy prospects for the Union.
The   military   situation   improved   in   the
spring, however, and at Mill Spring a de-
cisive victory for the Federals under Thomas
practically cleared Kentucky of Confederate
soldiers.   In February a Union force under
General Grant, with the aid of a river fleet
under   Commodore   Foote,   captured   Forts
Henry   and   Donelson,   with   about   15,000
prisoners and vast amounts of ammunition,
artillery and supplies.    In  April occurred
the Battle of Shiloh, in which, after a ter-
rible struggle, the Federals under Grant were
victorious, and the able Confederate general,
A. S. Johnston, was killed.   A few days after
the Battle of Shiloh the Federals occupied
Corinth,   an   important   strategic   position.
Late in the same month a large Union force
under General Butler, ably assisted by Ad-
miral Farragut with a fleet, reduced the forts
guarding New Orleans and took possession
of the city.    About the same time, General
Polk and Commodore Foote were capturing
the   important    Confederate    position    on
(renamed the Virginia) occurred in Hamp-
ton Roads.  (See monitor and mekrimac.)
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In   the   early   spring   of   1862,   General
McClellan, with the Army of the Potomac,
undertook the first general land campaign
of the war, in an effort to fight his way to
Richmond and capture the city, which had
been made the Confederate capital.    After
a   campaign   lasting   for   more   than   four
months, of which the last month witnessed
almost continuous fighting, the Federals were
compelled  to   abandon the project, leaving
Lee, the great Confederate chieftain, in prac-
tical control of the state of Virginia.    An*
other campaign to the same end was imme-
diately undertaken by General Pope; but on
August 30, at the old battlefield of Bull Run,
the Confederates won another hard-earned
but  complete  triumph.     After  the  second
Battle of Bull Run, Lee determined upon a
bold invasion of the North, in order to gain
the border state of Maryland and to win a
victory in the enemy's country, in the hope
of making that victory the basis of terms of
peace.   He advanced into Maryland without
serious   opposition,   but   was   overtaken   at
South Mountain, September 14, where a de-
termined battle raged for a
few hours.    On the follow-
ing day another fierce con-
flict     was     fought     near
Sharpsburg    on    Antietam
Creek, and as a result Lee
was   compelled   to   retreat
into Virginia and abandon
his      projected      invasion.
However, the Union army,
besides its losses in battle,
lost  12,000   men  who   had
been   captured   by   "Stone-
wall" Jackson at Harper's
Ferry.
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After Antietam, McClel-
lan, on account of his dila-
tory tactics, was superseded
as commander of the Army
of the Potomac by General
Burnside. The army fought
but one battle under its new
commander. This was at
Fredericksburg, where the
Federals attacked a strong
military operations in THE WEST in 1862	Confederate    position    and
Island No. 10. It was during the month of suffered terrible slaughter without gaining
March of this year, also, that the famous any advantage. MeanwMle, in the west the
battle between the Monitor and the Merrimac Confederates had made determined efforts

